This heavily illustrated book, one of a series on operative surgery, encompasses the spine, an extensive field on which both orthopaedic and neurosurgeons manoeuvre. The editors, one from each specialty, have chosen contributors from The United Kingdom, The United States, Australia and Switzerland to cover an area, extending from intramedullary spinal tumours to instrumentation and fusion for scoliosis. The 21 chapters are mainly organised according to the type of approach and the segment of the spine being dealt with. Thus early chapters consider trans-oral, anterior and posterior approaches to the cervical spine and various ways of approaching the thoracic and lumbar spine for disc disease. Specific topics are also dealt with, for instance, the spine in rheumatoid arthritis and in anklyosing spondylitis. Oncology held in Italy in September 1990. Over 500 participants attended this meeting and a varied series of papers were presented covering a great many areas of importance to brain tumour treatment and research. The majority of contributions concerned primary malignant brain tumours in adults and children. In addition to this some papers were presented concerning meningiomas and neuromas as well as concerning the treatment of complications of brain tumours like raised intracranial pressure and hydrocephalus. For convenience the book has been divided into six sections, the most extensive of which are those concerned with the biology and diagnosis of brain tumours, the therapy of gliomas, and brain tumours in children.
In general the book is well produced but there is a variation in standard of typography and illustration because, in order to speed production, the individual ready to print contributions have been used and not reset.
Overall it produces a very useful summary of recent developments and current thoughts in this field for the early 1990s. In particular, recent exciting developments in molecular tumour biology and in neuro-imaging are well covered. It will be very useful as a source of ideas and references for serious workers, either clinical or scientific, in neurooncology. Although it is unlikely that individual neuroscientists outside this field will wish to purchase the book themselves, because it is relatively expensive, it should find a place in most departmental libraries in institutions where brain tumours are investigated and treated.
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